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Navigable Waterways Used by the Chinese: Essential Implications
of the Pracel Ox-horn-like Sea Area in Some 16"™-century Maps of the West
XU Panging.GU Yueting & CAO Shuji

(Research Institute of Historical and Cultural Maps ,Sanjiang University . Nanjing 210012,China)

Abstract: In the old maps published between the 16™ century and the 19™ century in the West, there
is an ox-horn-like sea area of several kilometers or even over one thousand kilometers in length close
to the Vietnamese coast,which is often regarded as a reef area.Using the methods of both element a-
nalysis and module analysis, this paper gives an incisive analysis of 123 maps published between 1529
and 1600 in the West by focusing on the classification of the figures of the Pracel ox-horn into four cat-
egories,i.e.symbols representing islands,figures of the ox horn,names of the ox horn,and descriptions
of the functions of the ox horn.Based upon different modules for each of the above category of ele-
ments,the paper concludes that the front part of the Pracel ox-horn refers to island reefs, the main
part of the Pracel ox-horn refers to the danger of the sea routes while the marked sea routes refer to
the navigable waterways used by the Chinese towards the western region of Southeast Asia.

Key words: South China Sea; Pracel ox-horn; navigable waterways to the western region of South-

east Asia



